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1. The Concept. 


In 1964, for the first time in its history, the American Sociological 
Association will be holding its annual meetings outside the United 
States. These meetings will be held in late August in Montreal, 


This represents both a unique event in the history of American 
Sociology and a uhique opportunity for Sir George Williams University 
to tap the resources that will be gathered in Montreal. 


In discussing what would be the most fruitful way to take advantage of 
and exploit fully the scientific and intellectual resources that will be 
brought within this city, the Department of Sociology has come to the 
conclusion that the best results, for students, the Department of Sociology 
and the University, would be obtained by holding a Special Summer Session 
in Sociology at Sir George Williams prior to and in conjunction with this 
exceptional event. 


11. The Aims of the Special Summer Session, 
A. For Students. 


A Special Summer Session in Sociology would enable students of 
Sir George Williams University particularly, but also of the wider Montreal 
area to have a greater degree of contact and over an expanded period of 
time with first-rate scholars, with some of the Great Men of American 
Sociology. 
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The psychological importance of such live“ interaction with 
top scholars whose books and works they study enhances the 
intellectual commitment of students, strengthens their personal 
involvement in their studies and sharpens their sense of participation 
and belonging to the living intellectual tradition of the community 
of scholars. The fact that the great men of a discipline are only 
names on a book, are never seen or heard, creates a psychological 
climate of distaace and impersonality that only the highest sense 
of commitment can overcome. 


One of the basic aims of the Special Summer Session would be to 
provide such an experience at the undergraduate level for a good 
number of students who would otherwise never hate it. 


Furthermore, for those students who are thinking of pursuing 
graduate studies in Sociology or closely related social sciences, 
such a session would help in making contacts that would greatly 
facilitate their pursuit of graduate studies since these scholars are 
located in various universities in the United States. 


B. For Sir George Williams University. 


While the first goal is to provide an opportunity for Canadian 
students to have contact with top scholars in America, such a summer 
session would also be beneficial ior Sir George Williams University. 


Such a session would provide a unique opportunity for Sir George 
Williams University to have as Visiting Professors a certain number 
of scientists and scholars that ordinarily it would be much more 
difficult to attract. 


This session would make sociologists all over the continent 
aware of the existence of this University and its concerne for social 
science. This would facilitate further relationships for graduate 
students and put Sir George Williams on the map" for North American 
Sociology. 


The distinguished character of the Visiting Professors would also 
create an impact of the University on the city of Montreal, on the 
Canadian Universities as well as the general public at large. Such 
prominent scholars would naturally be the object of interviews inthe 
various media of communication, invited as guest speakers at various 
special meetings, etc... The repercussion of such a session in the 
public image of the University would certainly be of considerable effect 
and in a desirable direction. 
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Furthermore, the benefits of such public exposure would be 
available at a very minimal cost, since the Session would be 
financially self-supporting. 


III. General Description of the Session. 


It is premature to give a specific detailed plan of the organization 
of the Summer Session at this stage of initial planning. Some of the 
general features can, however, be stated. 


The general idea would be that three or four toperate scholars in 
Sociology would accept appointments as Visiting Professors to this 
University for a number of weeks prior to the Annual Meetings in late 
August 1964, 


Their courses would be limited to an enrollment of forty (40) 
students per course, in order to ensure that students may get to 
meet and know these scholars. 


A. Time of Session. A Day Session. 


It would seem appropriate to make this special session a Day 
Session. This both because of the prevalence of such a pattern for 
such scholars and to increase the length of time wherein students 
and Visitng Professors could meet outside the class-room lecture 
situation. 


B. Length of Session. 


Since the commitments of such scholars are great, varied and 
scheduled in advance, the chances of attracting them increases if the 
length of the session itself is not too great. Flexibility as to duration 
should be maintained at this stage of planning. (For example, it is 
possible a top scholar could come only five weeks while teaching 
twoehalf courses). 


C. Enrollment and Registration, 


Each course would be limited to an enrollment of 40 students, 
no student would be allowed to register for more than 2 full courses. 


Enrollment would be open to all undergraduate students majoring 
in the social sciences. They would be open to students in any Canadian 
University on a first come first served basis. 


“Le ¢/ 


oe 46 


D. Publicity. 


Once the content of the summer session with the names of the 
Visiting Professors and the subjects they are to teach has been worked 
out definitely, a small pamphlet describing in detail the Summer Session 
would be sent out to all Canadian Universities and to the students 
susceptible to be interested in all Canadian Universities. (cf. proposed 
form of pamphlet.) 


IV. The Financing of the Project. 


It is anticipated that this "Special Summer Session" would finance 
itself on registration fees alone. The Session would consist in offering 
the equivalent of 4 full courses. 


An enrollment of 40 students per course at the current fees of 
60 dollars per full course would mean a revenue of 2,400 dollars $2, 400) 
per course. This, it seems to us, provides an appropriate financial 
basis to carry out this undertaking. This income can provide for both 
the stipends for the Visiting Professors and the administrative costs 
to be met in setting up the Summer Session. 


N. Planning and Execution of the Project. 


The success of such a project at this date requires swiftness 
and apeed in decision-making. Swiftness and speed is required in 
order to exact commitments from prospective Visiting Professors. 
Such men are usually scheduled quite long in advance and it therefore 
becomes imperative that the chairman of the Department be empowered 
toapproach them very shortly and to make them a specific description 
of the appointment as regards the time, the length of the session and the 
stipends it commands. 


Speed and swiftness is also required in order to successfully 
publicize the session to ensure enrollment. 


The project is a speci al undertaking in unusual circumstances. 
It also requires secrecy to be successfully carried out. 


For these reasons, it would seem appropriate that unusual 
administrative procedures be taken to hasten the decision-making 
processes. 


This projected Session meets the enthusiastic support of the 


Department of Sociology. This enthusiasm is as good as any guarantee 
of its probable success, 


